
Approval by the Board of Supervisors of the attached Animal Care and Control Mutual Assistance 
Agreement (Agreement) between the County of Los Angeles and the Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (SPCALA) puts the Agreement into effect and allows the Director of the 
Department of Animal Care and Control to add other agencies to the Agreement to receive and 
provide assistance to one another in responding to emergencies involving animals.

SUBJECT

September 20, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL OF MUTUAL ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF LOS 
ANGELES AND THE SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS LOS 

ANGELES AND OTHER AGENCIES FOR ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL
(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1.  Approve the attached Mutual Assistance Agreement with the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Los Angeles; and

2.  Authorize the Director of the Department of Animal Care and Control to approve the addition of 
other animal care and control agencies to the Agreement.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Department is responsible for the emergency response and relocation of animals during natural 
or man-made disasters such as fires, floods, and earthquakes.  These responses require a fast 
deployment of personnel and animal transport vehicles, as well as the establishment and 
maintenance of emergency sheltering sites for the displaced animals.  Many of these incidents cross 
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jurisdictional boundaries with other animal care and control agencies.  Often, additional assistance 
from unaffected jurisdictions is necessary to provide the most effective response.

It is in the best interest of the County of Los Angeles to enter into a Mutual Assistance Agreement 
with other participating agencies to define the roles, responsibilities, and liabilities of each party.  The 
Agreement also identifies the authorized representative(s) for each agency to ensure that the proper 
authorizations have been issued, establishes requirements for record keeping of all costs associated 
with providing assistance, and establishes indemnification for all liability, claims, losses, or damages.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
Approval of the recommended actions is consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan Goals in the 
areas of Operational Effectiveness (Goal 1), Community and Municipal Services (Goal 3), and Public 
Safety (Goal 5).

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

This Agreement will have a minimal fiscal impact on the County in responding to natural or man-
made disasters.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Approval of the Agreement is consistent with the California Emergency Services Act, set forth in Title 
2, Division 1, Chapter 7 (§ 8550 et. seq.) of the Government Code and specifically with Article 14 (§ 
8630 et. seq.) of the Act.  It also comports with the Los Angeles County Operational Area Animal 
Emergency Response Annex.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

This Agreement will formalize informal agreements between assisting jurisdictions, nonprofit 
organizations and others who are involved in providing care and service to animals during times of 
emergencies.  It will establish formal relationships with community-based organizations that support 
the mission of the Department.  This collaboration will increase the County’s service capacity, allow 
for the most efficient use of volunteers, and establish an agreed upon governance structure.

CONCLUSION

Please return one adopted copy of this letter to the Department of Animal Care and Control.

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
9/20/2011
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MARCIA MAYEDA

Director

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Office
County Counsel
Executive Office, Board of Supervisors
Office of Emergency Management

Respectfully submitted,

MM:mtm

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
9/20/2011
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